Forton Parish Council							2026 – 2027
Forton Parish Council
Minutes of the Forton Parish Council Meeting held at
Methodist Church Hall, Hollins Lane on Monday 6th July 2026 at 7pm
	Present: 
Cllrs Janet Huddart, Peter Young, Wesley Wilson, Sue Tresilian, Neil Wigglesworth, Andrew Redmayne, Lesley Dodgson, Borough Cllr Charlotte Walker, County Cllr Matthew Salter, James Tomlinson – Wyre Rural East Councillor
	

Note

	
	

	In attendance:  
Mrs H Alcock - Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer
	
Note

	
	

	2161. Apologies for Absence: 
Cllr June Farebrother, PCSO Denise Creighton
	
Note

	
	

	2162. Notification of Interests
There were no declarations of interest nor any request for a dispensation for any item on the agenda.
	
Note

	
	

	2163. Minutes of the last Meeting
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th May 2026 were confirmed and signed as a true record.
	
Note

	
	

	2164. Public Participation
There were two members of the public present.

Residents
Concerns were raised around the School Lane junction with the A6 particularly the overgrown hedges and safety at the two bus stops.  Cllr Huddart advised that Forton Parish Council has raised the issue with LCC Highways, Lancashire Constabulary and Wyre Borough Council over the design issues on many occasions, video footage of cars overtaking buses on wrong side of road have been provided to the police.  County Cllr Salter said he would keep raising with Highways and would contact Lancashire Safety Partnership on our behalf.

Another concern was highlighted around arctic wagons missing the Cricketers Green site and then having to slew round in Coronation Avenue damaging the road surface.

Another resident reported a number of issues as follows:-
Hazards of double parking in Hollins Lane and the need for double yellow lines. 
An unsafe footpath stile from Cockerham Road to Lunesdale.  
A private road sign has been put up to stop vehicles from cutting through the Centre Farm footpath, the footpath sign has been knocked down so Cllr Wilson agreed to resolve.

Borough Cllr Walker
A meeting has been arranged for 13.7.26 with Senior Engineers at Wyre Council, MCI Developments, LCC and local residents following investigative works into the flooding to several residential gardens on Hollins Lane, and determine what actions are required to resolve the issues, who should take these actions and who is responsible for meeting the costs of any proposals.
A decision has been made that there will be no local elections next year, local councillors will remain same.
A decision is expected around the local government reorganisation before 17.7.26.

County Cllr Salter
County Cllr Salter provided a follow up on recent issues raised:-
A job has been raised with Highways for the repairs to the motorway bridge barrier at Gleaves Hill / Stony Lane.
Whinney Brow Lane - road surfacing has not been included in this financial years capital projects but will continue to raise with senior operatives in Highways.
Local member grants are still available should there be a need for a small event or equipment under £500.
	





Note






Note





Cllr Wilson








Note







Note

	
	

	2165. James Tomlinson - Champion for rural affairs
Wyre Rural East Councillor and Champion for Rural Affairs James Tomlinson introduced himself providing an overview on his background.  James has eight parishes in his area and is keen to build strong relationships with Councils.  His objectives include:-
· Civic Pride – hedge trimming, cleaning signs and cleaning gutters
· Community Spirit – bringing all the community together
· PROW grants.
James advised there was circa £1,000 per parish available.
	


Note

	
	

	2166.  Planning
Application Number: 26/00548/FUL
Proposal: Demolition of existing garage / outbuilding and erection of a single storey side extension and two storey rear extension with associated alterations to the dwelling.
Location: Bloomfield, Cockerham Road, Forton
Resolved: Clerk to advise planning the Parish Council have no objections to this application
	



Clerk

	
	

	2167. New Community Hall Updates
Alice Jesmont was unable to attend the meeting but provided an update as follows:-
A public consultation was held at Field Day which went well with a few people showing interest in joining the committee.   A project timeline was circulated to Councillors.

Cllr Young asked when the old village hall would be sold, Cllr Tresilian confirmed the preference would be to get the new build well underway before the sale of the old hall.
	




Note



	
	

	2168. Finance
The following payments for June were checked and agreed: -

· Easy Website - £64.68
· Laburnum Nurseries - £120.30
· St Mary & St James - £5
· Hollins Lane Methodist Church March, April & May meeting room hire - £60.00
· Wyre Council green waste subscription - £40.00
· Adobe annual licence - £238.75
· Clerks Wages - £425.10
· Clerks expenses - £26.00

Approval was granted for the following payment:-

· Hollins Lane Methodist Church June & July meeting room hire - £40.00
· Mason Gillibrand – reserved matters work - £1089.90
· RG Parkins – Drainage strategy - £4,078.80
· Clerks mileage expenses relating to AGAR - £19.80
· Cllr Huddart expenses relating to key cutting for new noticeboard - £16.10

Reconciliation of Bank Balances as of 27th June 2026

NatWest current account	£80,709.87
Bonus Saver account	£10,890.26
Total Resources		£91,600.13

A schedule of total expenditure for the New Community Hall was circulated; total spend was £23,249.11 (nett) as of 27th June 2026 
	








Note







	
	

	2169. AGAR sign off
The Clerk confirmed year end accounts for tax year ending 31st March 2026 had been signed off by the auditor.

The annual governance statement (Section 1) and accounting statements (section 2) for the Annual Audit 2024/25 including the Annual Internal Audit Report for the tax year ending 31st March 2026, was reviewed, approved and signed by the Chairman and the Clerk. 

An analysis of variances and bank reconciliations including the exercise of public rights would be fully completed and published on the Parish website.
	



Note

	
	

	2170.  Parish Reports / Issues from Councillors
Parish Maintenance
Overflowing bin on Hollins Green - The managing agent has advised that due to residents at Hollins Green refusing to pay their service charges, all services have been suspended until further notice - this includes the emptying of the refuse bin. 

Footpaths
Cllr Tresilian raised concerns over the footpath over Hemmings land which is overgrown at both ends and inaccessible.  Cllr Redmayne agreed to speak to the landowners. 
	

	
Note

	
	

	2171.  Cllr Huddart updates
The new notice board has now been erected at the War Memorial, and the old one is due to be removed.  A special thank you was given to Brent wo has charged for materials only, all labour supplied was free.
It was agreed that all future minutes will now be added to website only and are not going to be put up on notice board.
	

Note


Note

	
	

	2172. Date & Time of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting is Monday 7th September at 7pm.  Items for the agenda and reports, to reach the Clerk before 29th August 2026.
	
Note

	
	

	There being no other business the Chair closed the meeting at 8.40pm
	Note



Minutes prepared by: ……………………………………………. Hilary Alcock (Clerk)

Approved by: ……………………………………………….….. Janet Huddart (Chairman)

Date: …………………………………
